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 In 2006, Mississippi’s forest industry (including private, nonindustrial landowners, 
independent harvesters, and forest industry) harvested and delivered $1.21 billion worth of forest 
products to mills and other processors.  The total value of Mississippi’s 2006 timber harvest 
delivered to the first point of processing (such as a pulpwood yard or sawmill) was 
$1,210,148,677.  This harvest value is 16.7% lower than 2005.  The year 2006 was the 14th 
straight year Mississippi’s timber production value was over $1 billion.  Timber was the second 
most valuable agricultural commodity in 2006.  Poultry and eggs were the most valuable at $2 
billion, timber was second at $1.21 billion, and cotton third at $529 million.  Mississippi’s forest 
landowners collected $826 million for their standing timber in 2006.  The estimated value of the 
logging and transportation sector was $ 384,118,743. 
 
 Severance tax collections on timber were $3,462,993, or 7.1% lower than 2005.  Twenty 
percent of severance tax collections, or about $692,599, were returned to counties where the 
timber was harvested.  Eighty percent, or about $2,770,394, went to the Forest Resource 
Development Program (FRDP) to provide cost share funds to private, nonindustrial forest 
landowners for reforestation and other forest management practices. 
 
 In 2006, the value of Mississippi’s timber harvest decreased 16.7%.  Mississippi’s timber 
economy continued its salvage and recovery efforts from Hurricane Katrina.  Katrina interrupted 
lumber production and disrupted timber markets, particularly in south Mississippi.  As a result, 
standing and delivered timber prices fell significantly across the state during 2006.  Other factors 
that contributed to declining timber prices included rising imports and energy costs.  Another 
major contributing factor was the declining residential housing market, which was the worst it 
had been in nearly 20 years.  Table 1 shows the estimated value of the 2006 timber harvest. 
 
 The harvest volume of pine sawlogs decreased by 2.7% and value declined 12.3%.  Pine 
pulpwood volume decreased by 13.2% while the value decreased 20.1%.  The volume of pine 
poles slightly increased by 0.7% but their value decreased 6.4%.  Hardwood sawlog volume 
decreased 13.2% while value declined 25.6%.  Hardwood pulpwood harvest volume declined by  



9.9% and the value dropped by 26.8%.  Crossties had a slight decline (1.6%) in volume harvested 
and an 8.3% decrease in value.  Christmas tree harvests declined 31.3% while the value decreased 
by 38.1%.  The reason for this decline is due primarily to the number of landowners who are 
retiring from the business.  Table 2 shows a comparison between 2005 and 2006 harvest volumes 
and delivered values by product category. 
 

Mississippi’s forest economy is changing as companies continue to merge, realign, sell 
assets, and adapt to an increasingly global marketplace.  The initial Hurricane Katrina salvage and 
recovery of forest products started as soon as possible and continued well into 2006.  These salvage 
efforts, increasing imports, increasing energy costs, and the weakest housing market in nearly 20 
years caused Mississippi’s 2006 delivered value to decrease 16.7%.  The housing market is 
expected to increase slightly throughout 2007.  Mississippi forest landowners are in a good position 
to supply domestic and international timber markets.  The long-term outlook for Mississippi timber 
remains bright. 
 
 Table 3 shows 2006 harvested volumes of forest products for Mississippi counties divided 
into two regions.  For current representative prices for Mississippi forest products, consult the 
Mississippi Timber Price Report available on-line at www.msucares.com.  Select “Forestry” then 
“Timber Price Reporting for Mississippi.”  For more information on timber marketing procedures 
and timber prices contact your County Extension Service or the Mississippi State University 
Department of Forestry, Box 9681, Mississippi State, MS 39762. 
 



Table 1. Estimated value of Mississippi’s 2006 timber harvest by product. 
 
   Value ($) 
Product Unit Volume Standing Delivered 
Pine Sawlogs MBF, D* 1,541,417 627,959,944 733,717,609 
Hardwood Sawlogs MBF, D* 348,959 95,279,619 135,971,374 
Pine Pulpwood Cords 3,353,527 59,143,540 208,374,796 
Hardwood Cords 1,746,680 27,191,573 102,738,223 
Pine Poles MBF, D* 26,199 14,362,612 23,802,468 
Crossties MBF, D* 9,441 2,088,746 3,638,817 
Stumpwood Tons 780 3,900 49,140 
Christmas Trees Trees 55,000 ** 1,856,250 
Total Value   826,029,934 1,210,148,677 
*  D = Doyle Log Rule 
**Not reported since most trees are sold as choose-n-cut. 
 
 
Table 2. Comparison of Mississippi’s 2005 and 2006 harvest volumes and delivered values by 
product. 
 
  2005 2006 
 
Product 

 
Unit 

 
Volume 

 
Value 

 
Volume 

% 
Change 

 
Value 

% 
Change 

Pine Sawlogs MBF, D* 1,583,384 836,991,509 1,541,417 -2.7 733,717,609 -12.3 
Hardwood Sawlogs MBF, D* 402,187 182,752,777 348,959 -13.2 135,971,374 -25.6 
Pine Pulpwood Cords 3,887,676 260,891,411 3,353,527 -13.7 208,374,796 -20.1 
Hardwood Pulpwood Cords 1,938,875 140,359,614 1,746,680 -9.9 102,738,223 -26.8 
Poles MBF, D* 26,008 25,436,108 26,199 0.7 23,802,468 -6.4 
Crossties MBF, D* 9,599 3,969,049 9,441 -1.6 3,638,817 -8.3 
Stumpwood Tons 728 45,864 780 7.1 49,140 7.1 
Christmas Trees Tree 80,000 3,000,000 55,000 -31.3 1,856,250 -38.1 
Total Value  1,453,446,332   1,210,148,677 -16.7 
*  D = Doyle Log Rule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 3. Mississippi’s 2006 harvested timber volumes by product and county. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Table 3. Mississippi’s 2006 harvested timber volumes by product and county (continued). 
 

 


