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Every summer 4-H youth, age
15 - 18, board a bus and tour cooperative
businesses throughout Mississippi.  In
2003, forty-three 4-H delegates rep-
resented all four quadrants of the
state. 

After a review of the coop-
erative form of business, delegates
formed their own cooperative to sell
refreshments during the rigorous
5-day tour. They elected 10 members
for their board and paid membership
dues of $1 each to fund the business.
In the course of running their “new
business,” the young people learned
to manage risk along with other
sound business practices they
learned along the way.

Bus stops included such places
as Staplcotn, PYCO Industries, and
Agrilliance in Greenwood; Farmer’s
Inc., Monsanto, and MSU Delta
Branch Experiment Station near
Greenville; and Farmers’ Grain
Terminal in Belzoni. Over the course
of the tour, 4-H delegates visited
almost a dozen venues (including
business, government, and education)
in six cities.

For more information, contact:

Harvey Gordon at 662-325-3350
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