Ask these questions
to evaluate your child
care options:

{1 Does the person who will be caring for your
child have special training in early childhood
education, first aid, and CPR?

L1 How long has the caregiver been in the same
program or provided child care in the home?

1 How many children does each caregiver supervise?
Is there a low child-to-adult ratio?

[ If there is more than one caregiver in the same
setting, is the total number of children in the
group (or group size) still fairly small?

L1 Is the child care center licensed and inspected
by the State of Mississippi?

L1 Does the caregiver welcome drop-in visits,
parental ideas, and involvement?

L1 Does the caregiver get on the children's
eye level and give them a lot of attention
and encouragement?

[ 1 Is there a daily schedule with planned activities
for children to do, as well as plenty of time for

free play?

[1 Does the place look clean and safe, and is
hand washing done often?

[1 Will your child be happy there?

HELPFUL HINT:

Take this checklist with you
as you visit each caregiver facility.

Call 1-866-706-8827 to find the local office of the Mississippi
Child Care Resource and Referral Network in your area.

MSCCR&R

Mississippi Child Care Resource & Referral

MISSISSIPPI STATE

UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION SERVICE

MSU:cczco.com

www.childcaremississippi.org
Box 9746
Mississippi State, MS 39762
Phone: (662) 325-3083
Fax: (662) 325-1805

Portions of this brochure were reprinted with permission of
Child Care Aware, a program of the National Association of
Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (NACCRRA),
www.childcareware.org, 1-800-424-2246.

Distributed by Louise Davis, Ph.D., Extension Professor,
Child and Family Development.

Discrimination based upon race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, disability, or veteran’s status is a violation of feder-
al and state law and MSU policy and will not be tolerated.
Discrimination based upon sexual orientation or group affilia-
tion is a violation of MSU policy and will not be tolerated.

M 1536

Extension Service of Mississippi State University, cooperat-
ing with U.S. Department of Agriculture. Published in fur-
therance of Acts of Congress, May 8 and June 30, 1914.
MELISSA J. MIXON, Interim Director  (rev 5M-03-09)

Child Care

W

Helping families choose

quality child care




Here are 5 Steps
to finding quality

child care

Look as far in advance
as you can. No matter
what type of care you
are considering — a
child care center or
care in someone’s
home — finding the
right option can take
time. We can help.

Begin your search by
calling the experts —
your local Child Care
Resource & Referral

The service is free.
We can give you the
facts about child care
and a list of options
that meet your needs.
Call 1-866-706-8827
to find an R&R

‘ location in your area.

Network (R&R) office.

ViSit Visit child care pro-
& grams before you
aSk make a choice. You

. know your child best.
unStlons To help you decide
where your child will

be safe and happy, ask

questions about these

‘ important things:

Adult-to-Child Ratio

How many children does each adult super-
vise? You want your child to get plenty of
attention. The fewer the children for each
caregiver, the better the situation is for your
child. The younger the child, the more

important this becomes.

Group Size
How many children are in a group? A small
group is usually safer and calmer.

Caregiver Qualifications

Ask about the caregivers’ training and
education. Caregivers with degrees and/or
special training in working with children
will be better able to help your child learn.

Turnover

How long have the caregivers been working
in their current position? It’s best if the
children can stay with the same caregiver

for at least a year.

Think about what
make you saw at each visit
a and make the best

h . choice for you and
cnoice your child. Use the
checklist in this
brochure as a guide.

You and your
child’s caregiver are

stay e
partners. Visiting

inVOIVCd and participating

in events at the
child care center
will send a strong
‘ message. It will tell

your child and the
caregiver that you are interested in what
your child is doing and learning.

You want your child to succeed in
school and in life. Quality child care is
a first step to school success. Studies
show that children who get this care
enter school with better math, language,
and social skills. These skills will help
your child do well in school. When
your child has safe, loving, and stimu-
lating care that you can count on, you
don’t have to worry while you are at
work. You know your child is getting

the kind of care needed to be healthy,
happy, and ready for school.



