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requirements. Remote monitoring of panda eating habits in the

wild through fecal nutrient profiling also is part of the study.

“This species is quite different than the

animals traditionally studied in this area of

the country, but we can draw from our

research and experience to study the nutri-

tional habits and preferences of the pandas,

hopefully opening doors to help protect and

preserve them,” Rude said. “We get to use

local tools and research to study concerns

with a global impact.”

Pandas consume a tremendous amount

of bamboo, each eating about 15,000

pounds per year. Rude said the Memphis

Zoo allots about 70 pounds of bamboo per

day for each panda. The pandas also receive a daily supplemen-

tal biscuit fortified with vitamins and nutrients. 

Seven species of bamboo from various Southeastern loca-

tions, including Coffeeville, Miss., are being grown for Ya Ya

and Le Le. Each type is being evaluated for nutrient quality.

Rude also is studying which types of bamboo Ya Ya and Le Le

prefer under different circumstances.

By coordinating reproductive and

nutritional research, the scientists hope to

establish techniques for monitoring the

health and demographics of wild panda

populations, including the number of males

and females in a population and determin-

ing if any females are pregnant. 

Willard and Rude have made a three-

year research commitment with their cur-

rent research plan, but they hope these

efforts will continue throughout the pandas’

10-year stay in Memphis. 

“Conservation efforts are long-term, so we hope to go

down new paths and use new findings to assist with panda

preservation,” Rude said.

For more than two decades, catfish producers across the Southeast have used Mississippi
State University-produced software to help manage their operations. The latest version, Fishy
2003 Version 4.0 is now available through Catfish Farmers of America.

“A licensure agreement between Mississippi State and Catfish Farmers of America to
market Fishy 4.0 was signed in April,” said Fishy programmer and MAFES agricultural econ-
omist Wallace Killcreas. “So far, farmers owning more than 24,000 water acres have bought
one-year licenses.” 

First developed in 1982, the Fishy program keeps records of all aspects of fish produc-
tion, and analyzes and makes reports that allow producers to track fish numbers, feedings,

weights, and sizes. The program can also predict harvests and feed needs. Version 4.0 has refined some of those operations,
according to Killcreas.

“We’ve added improvements to make the operation of multiple farms safe and seamless and reports more flexible and
easier to read,” he said. “Conversion of existing Fishy operations to Fishy 4.0 is usually just a 5-10 minute chore. Detailed infor-
mation that comes with the program should make the learning curve for new users short.”

For new users with less than 1,000 water acres, setup is usually a 1-2 day process of installing the program, checking
out Fishy background information, entering local user pond data, learning how to feed fish with the program, and checking out
the 38 different reports available in Fishy. 

Killcreas is available for help if Fishy 4.0 licensees encounter a problem with the program. 

Fishy 4.0 costs $125 per year for operations with 160 water acres or less. Costs for producers with more than 160 water
acres are on a sliding scale, with a cap of $550 per year for operations with more than 1,280 water acres.

Call Killcreas at (662) 325-2672 for more information or visit http://www.agecon.msstate.edu/wek on the web. To order
a Fishy 4.0 license, call Catfish Farmers of America at (662) 887-2699.

NEW FISHY SOFTWARE AVAILABLE FOR CATFISH PRODUCERS

Bamboo grove at USDA/ARS Whitten
Plant Materials center in Cofeeville.
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