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Summer and fall are busy times at MAFES

[Jacilities across the state, with research plot work
in full swing during the growing season, fol-
lowed by harvest activities. The summer and fall
months also are when the staffs of the various
research and extension centers and branch sta-
tions invite the public to come see their work and to visit with MAFES

scientists and Extension personnel.

This issue of Highlights contains reports on several of this year’s

field days. More will be covered in the winter 2004 issue.

Theres also a story in this issue about a type of research project
thats gaining importance for Mississippi and the rest of the nation.
MAFES agricultural engineers are working with colleagues in MSUs
Swalm School of Chemical Engineering to efficiently produce chemicals
such as ethanol and acetate from cotton gin waste, rice husks, sawdust

and other agricultural products and byproducts.

A Biomax gasifier, one of only six such units in the world, was
recently installed on the Starkville campus for use in the project. The
state-of-the-art equipment and the expertise of the scientists involved
have positioned Mississippi State as a leader in gasification research.
This could play an important role in helping reduce the nation’

dependence on imported oil.

This is just one example of how MAFES research is helping
Mississippi agriculture and industry play new and important roles for

the state and nation.

Uweee - Watzor

Vance H. Watson
Director

Volume 66, Number 4 FALL2003

MAFES RESEARCHI .

MISSISSIPPI AGRICULTURAL AND
FORESTRY EXPERIMENT STATION

Vance H. Watson  Director

J. Charles Lee President

Vance H. Watson  Interim Vice President
Mississippi State University

EDITOR
Bob Ratliff
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Robyn Hearn
GRAPHIC DESIGN & LAYOUT

Annette Woods

PHOTO EDITORS

Jim Lytle Marco Nicovich
WRITERS

Linda Breazeale Bonnie Coblentz

Errol Castens

PHOTOGRAPHY
Bob Ratliff Keith Remy
Crofton Sloan

MAFES Research Highlights, a quarterly publica-
tion of the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Experiment Station, is available free to Mississippi

residents u]mn request.

Mention of a trademark or commercial prod-
uct does not constitute nor imply endorsement of the
product by the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Experiment Station or approval over other products
that also may be suitable.

Requests for this, other MAFES publications,
or change-of-address notification should be
addressed to

HIGHLIGHTS
Office of Agricultural Communications
Box 9625
Mississippi State, MS 39762-9625

Mississippi State University does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex,
age, disability, or veteran status.

Available on the World Wide Web
msucares.com/pubs/highlights



	Table of contents, Fall 2003
	MSUcares publications

