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Linda Mitchell MSU-ES District Program 

Interim Director 
 
Family/Youth/Adm. 

 
Verona 

 
Dickie Rhea 

MSU-ES District Program 
Director  

 
Agriculture 

 
Verona 

 
SCIENTISTS, PROJECT LEADERS, SPECIALISTS 
Dr. Normie Buehring Research Professor, Supt. Agronomy - Soybeans 

Cotton, Weed Control 
Verona 

Dr. Kent Cushman Associate Research 
Professor 

Vegetable crops 
Small Fruits 
Medicinal Herbs 

Verona 

Dr. Rick Evans Research/Extension Prof. Beef Cattle Prairie 
Mike Howell Area Livestock Agent Livestock Verona 
Dr. Joe Johnson Research Professor Cotton Holly Springs 
Dr. Lelia Kelly Asst. Extension Professor Horticulture Verona 
Donald Pogue Assistant Supt./Dairyman Dairy Holly Springs 
Dr. Mark Shankle Asst. Research Professor Agronomy Pontotoc 
Dr. R. C. Sloan Asst. Research Professor Ornamentals Verona 
Dr. Mike Williams MSU-ES Specialist Entomology MSU 
 
SUPPORT STAFF 
Loyd Berry Facilities Coordinator MAFES Pontotoc 
Tim Best Research Associate Beef  Cattle, Agronomy Prairie 
Tracy Brown Facilities Manager MAFES Verona 
Judy Butler Secretary MAFES Verona 
Willie Carter Farm Laborer Beef Cattle Prairie 
Willie Clay Farm Laborer Beef Cattle Prairie 
Ken Coley Technician Swine Pontotoc 
Barbara Curry Executive Secretary MSU-ES Adm. Verona 
Robert Dobbs Research Associate  Agronomy crops Verona 
Tim Foster Research Technician Agronomy crops Verona 
Trevor Garrett Research Associate Agronomy crops Pontotoc 
Ted Gordon Risk Mgmt/Loss Control 

Mgr 
MAFES/ MSU-ES Verona 

Nancy Green Secretary MAFES Holly Springs 
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Verona 
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Verona 
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Robb Hurdle Farm Foreman MAFES Holly Springs 
John Huston Facilities Coordinator MAFES Prairie 
Russell Lawrence Farm Laborer Dairy Holly Springs 
Teresa Lowry Farm Laborer Sweetpotatoes Pontotoc 
Dr. Muhammad 
Maqbool 

Research Associate Horticulture Verona 

Jeff Main Research Associate Ag ronomy Crops Pontotoc 
Charles McGregor Farm Laborer MAFES Pontotoc 
James McLeroy Farm Laborer Dairy Holly Springs 
Daryl Nicholson Maintenance Technician Agronomy crops Verona 
Shelia Norwood Secretary MAFES – MSU-ES Pontotoc 
Mark O’Bryant Maintenance Technician MAFES Prairie 
Joyce Pace Secretary MAFES Prairie 
Terry Patterson Swine Program 

Asst./Manager 
Swine Pontotoc 

James Poe Farm Laborer MAFES Prairie 
Kevin Price Technician MAFES Prairie 
Lamar Reel Technician Horticulture Verona 
Thaddeus Riley Research Associate Dairy Holly Springs 
Jerry Sartin Technician Agronomy crops Pontotoc 
James Saunders Research Associate Agronomy crops Holly Springs 
Nathan Spearman Technician Horticulture Verona 
Steve Schwartz Technician Dairy Holly Springs 
Randy Swords Technician Agronomy crops Pontotoc 
Sam Tackitt Farm Supervisor MAFES Pontotoc 
Andy Taylor Technician Horticulture Verona 
Susan Travis Secretary MSU-ES Verona 
Jimmy Whaley Farm Laborer MAFES Holly Springs 
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