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This Weekõs Crop Report 

 

Dr. Tom Allen 

There is still NO soybean rust present in MS.  Sentinel plots throughout the state are all in 

reproductive growth stages with those along the coast having reached physiological maturity 

(R8).  In addition, scouting conducted in LA has not detected the presence of soybean rust since 

January.  Compared to years in the recent past this has been an atypical year and suggests that 

the cold winter followed by the hot dry conditions weôve experienced throughout most of the 

summer has reduced the threat from soybean rust for 2010.  Reports from AL suggest that even 

though they previously detected soybean rust in kudzu in Mobile County and on soybean in 

Baldwin and Escambia counties they have not been able to detect the disease in the field since 

July.  However, aside from the detection in kudzu the soybean rust identified in soybean sentinel 

plots occurred on samples collected and incubated in the laboratory for a period of 7-10 days.  At 

this point the lack of ñfieldò detection in AL suggests that low levels of inoculum are present and 

in general a period of time would be necessary for the disease to generate enough inoculum to 

spread to additional areas.  Additionally, FL has detected soybean rust in kudzu in several 

counties over the past few weeks but immediately to their north in GA rust has not been detected.  

Please see the attached map for the most current situation regarding the presence of soybean rust 

in adjacent states. 

 

Even though we have not detected soybean rust within MS we have been able to aid in the 

detection of various other diseases throughout the state.  Had Billy Moore not been on the road 
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National Agricultures Statistics Services (Mississippi) Crop Progress for Week Ending 8/15/2010 

Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5- Year Average 
Corn Dent 98 94 97 96 

Corn Mature  86 61 55 66 

Corn Harvested 30 10 7 13 

Corn Harvested 10 1 1 4 

Cotton Setting Bolls 100 99 98 99 

Cotton ï Open Bolls 28 12 3 11 

Rice Mature 64 24 5 14 

Rice Harvested 5 1 0 0 

Sorghum Mature 63 27 20 46 

Soybeans Setting Pods 97 94 97 98 

Soybeans Turning Color 45 25 24 41 

Soybeans Dropping Leaves 23 9 6 22 

Soybeans Harvested 1 -- 0 0 
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two weeks ago scouting for soybean rust in the sentinel plots in the northeastern part of the state 

he wouldnôt have had the opportunity to meet with several growers regarding the presence of 

aerial web blight in their soybean fields.  While the hot and dry conditions weôve experienced 

throughout much of the state havenôt been conducive for soybean rust, the presence of aerial web 

blight, frogeye leaf spot, stem canker, and charcoal rot all continue to plague the soybean crop at 

various locations.   

 

If and when we are able to detect soybean rust in MS weôll update the map (www.sbrusa.net) as 

well as the free telephone hotline (1-866-641-1847) sponsored by the Mississippi Soybean 

Promotion Board and BASF. 

 

 

Dr. Trey Koger 

Timing of a harvest aid application can impact overall performance of the application and in 

some cases soybean yield. A harvest aid applied too early can decrease yield. The graph below 

displays some work we conducted last year on Pioneer 94B73 planted in late April. Gramoxone 

Inteon (1 pt/A) + 1% Agridex (COC) was applied at 5, 30, and 60% brown pods (pods 

mature in color). We try to get to a point where at least 60% of the pods on the entire plant are 

brown or mature in color before we apply a harvest aid. Applying a harvest aid earlier than this 

can result in a substantial yield decrease as the plant is still completing the process of filling 

seed. Applying a harvest aid at 60% brown or mature colored pods also resulted in a slight yield 
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increase compared to the untreated check. This was due to excessive green stem, significant leaf 

retention, and some green pods in the untreated check. All treatments were applied at 10 gallons 

of water/acre at 20 psi with 8002 flat fan tips.     

 

 

 

 We prefer to use a method in which the percentage of brown or mature colored pods on the plant 

or on the upper four nodes of the plant is considered in order to determine when to apply a 

harvest aid rather than a percent leaf drop method. Often times we apply a harvest aid because a 

majority of the leaves are stuck on the plant and/or the stems remain green after the pods turn a 

mature color. A standard recommendation in the past has been to wait until 70% leaf drop before 

applying a harvest aid. When this method was utilized and we had fields where the majority or in 

some cases virtually all the leaves stuck on the plant we found ourselves waiting on leaves to fall 

off while to pods were mature and ready to harvest. Thus, we prefer to use a method where the 

percentage of brown or mature colored pods on the plant is taken into account in order to 

properly time a harvest aid application. Keep in mind especially with group four soybean 

varieties, we often times will have plants that are mature and ready to harvest next to green 

plants having green pods throughout the plant. A harvest aid is not going to turn a butter bean or 

green pods containing green butter beans into a mature seed (13 to 14% moisture) in a matter of 

just a few days. A harvest aid will help to desiccate leaves and if the harvest aid material is not 

completely intercepted by the leaves and it can get to the stem it will also help to desiccate green 

stems.  Also, keep in mind that under most environmental conditions a soybean plant can go 

from 30% to 60% mature colored pods in a matter of just a few days. Below are pictures of 

Pioneer 94B73 at 5% vs 60% brown or mature colored pods.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

5% brown pods 

60% brown pods 


