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Angus Catchot 

 Tarnished Plant Bug:  Although we have some areas of the delta that are getting7-10 days 

between applications, we have many more that are on 5 day schedules with nymph and adult 

populations remaining above threshold no matter what treatment or treatment combinations that 

are going out.  I assure you that that treatments are keeping numbers down although it may not 

appear that way.  Consultants and producers do not have the luxury of an untreated comparison 

like we do in our plot work for comparison. Here is an example:  Last week we conducted a large 

block airplane test in the delta. Five days after the first application we were averaging 3.5 

nymphs in the treated area and 8 in the untreated area.  Control was roughly 65% after the first 

application.  We followed up that treatment with and additional treatment at the 5 day sample 

date.  Five days after treatment 2, we were averaging 4.6 nymphs per drop in the treated area.  It 

appears that we got 0 control based on the previous check even with the additional spray at the 5 

day interval.  However, the untreated area went from 8 to 29.5 nymphs per drop (threshold is 3) 

in that 5 day period.  Control was actually 85%.  This drastic increase in numbers in such a short 

period of time is why it is critical to tighten intervals in the heavy plant bug areas of the state.  A 

delay of 10 days where plant bug numbers are heavy can result in an explosion of nymphs in the 

canopy.  The following data are trials we are currently conducting.  Application 2 was made 5 

days after the first application in all tests below.  Tests were sprayed with a ground rig at 10 GPA 

with hollow cone nozzles.  Notice the improved control when a follow up application was made 

at a five day interval.  EXPôs are experimental compounds.  
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National Agricultures Statistics Services (Mississippi) Crop Progress for Week Ending 7/18/2010 

Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5- Year Average 
Corn Dough 91 85 90 87 

Corn Dent 66 54 58 54 

Corn Mature  6 -- 0 3 

Cotton Setting Bolls 79 67 55 63 

Peanuts Pegging 90 69 95 91 

Rice Headed 52 38 19 25 

Sorghum Heading 94 65 77 88 

Sorghum Coloring 26 14 14 23 

Soybeans Setting Pods 77 68 70 76 

Soybeans Turning Color 1 -- 1 3 

Sweet Potatoes Planted 100 100 100 98 

Cotton Insects 

http://www.msucares.com/newsletters/pests/cis/index.html


    



 



Aphid Fungus:  Aphids are still building in many areas with honeydew covering plants.  I am 

getting lots of calls about the aphid fungus.  Since there is no longer testing procedures in place 

for the fungus we are relying on word of mouth.  As of today, I have reports from south MS of 

aphids crashing, Madison, MS, Grenada, MS, and ñMaybeò in Minter City and Stoneville. 

 

Spider Mites:  We will certainly reach and all time high this year on percentage of acres treated 

for spider mites in MS.  Mite applications have been going out for weeks and in the last 7 days 

we are getting many more mite calls.  This latest ñsurgeò of spider mites is very likely coming 

out of corn.  For the last several years we have been able to find spider mites at some level in 

every corn field we enter in the delta.  As corn dries down there is a mass migration out.  This is 

what we are dealing with right now.  Spider mites balloon out of standing corn on silken threads 

and can blow for miles.  In the last couple years, nearly all of the mite applications being made 

are with generic abamectin.  There are several very good mite products available that are never 

utilized because of price.  Although we have had no real problems to date with the abamectin 

products, I am concerned we are putting tremendous selection pressure on this chemistry with a 

pest that has a history of becoming resistant to pesticides.  If the other companies keep their 

products priced as they are, I suspect they will continue to get no use and we will ride the 

abamectin horse to the end. 

 

Bollgard II:  We are still experiencing high egg lays in cotton across the delta region.  This 

flight has been going on for over three weeks now and we are still flushing moths wherever we 

go.  I have had many calls about worms coming through Bollgard II and have seen this myself in 

some fields.  This is mostly due to sustained heavy pressure; however, we are seeing more 

getting through terminals and small squares than we have seen in the past.  I am convinced that 

the addition of the pyrethroids to the plant bugs materials on such a wide scale has helped 

mitigate many of the potential problems we may have encountered in their absence.  Bollgard II 

is certainly a good technology but must be scouted and will need treatment on some fields 

whether there are plant bugs in the field or not.  Please let us know if you see anything unusual, 

especially excessive square feeding. 

Angus Catchot 

Bollworms:  Bollworm treatments are continuing to go out on 

late planted soybeans.  While many are treating threshold 

levels there are some facing unbelievable numbers (greater 

than 100 per 25 sweeps).  We are leaving more worms in the 

field this year than in years past with straight pyrethroids.  

Some can be explained with coverage, others cannot.  Ryan 

Jacksonôs pyrethroid monitoring is not showing anything 

unusual in MS to date with respect to resistance, however, LA 

testing program is showing extremely high levels of survival in 

their test.  There is also budworm populations mixed in at low 

levels this year in some places (confirmed) and there have been 

several consultant reports of flushing fairly high levels of budworm moths from soybeans.  

Budworms generally make up a small percentage of the overall population.  Two years ago, we 

had a population from Clarksdale that was 15% budworms in soybeans.  We are seeing better 

control of bollworms when adding 0.5 lbs of Orthene with the pyrethroid.  Although Orthene 

alone has little to no activity on bollworms in MS, when mixed with a pyrethroid control is better 

than with either one alone. 

Soybean Insects 



Bean Leaf Beetle:  BLB numbers are exploding in some areas of the delta.  Iôve mentioned this 

several times in newsletters this year already but do not go after BLB with straight pyrethroids.  

Most calls start with ñthere are too many to countò.   There was one report from an isolated field 

this week with 400 per 25 sweeps although most range from 50-150 per 25 sweeps.  I cannot 

stress enough not to go out and treat BLBôs on this generation immediately when numbers hit the 

threshold of 50 per 25 sweeps if you have very little defoliation.  They are moving and emerging 

all over and you will quickly get into a situation where you treat 50 this week and next week you 

have 150.  Ride them as long as you can letting defoliation be your guide.  This way you can get 

the most beetles in the field as you can before you treat.  We have already had several situations 

where we have treated threshold and back above 5-7 days later.  Defoliation thresholds are based 

on whole plant averages not just the top third.  They do not take all the foliage overnight even 

with high numbers.  A couple of years ago we caught a high population moving out of a group 

IV field that was drying down into some nearby group V beans.  When we got there, defoliation 

in the group V beans was only 2-3% and BLB numbers were about 150 per 25 sweeps.  We were 

back at this field every couple of days and it took about 12 days to go from 2-3% defoliation to 

20-25% with a 3X threshold.     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dr. John Michael Riley 

Corn and Soybeans Slide Hard, Cotton and Rice Up Slightly  

Improving weather conditions across the Midwest ï rain during the past weekend and forecasts 

for more rain ï took a toll on both corn and soybeans this week. Cotton moved higher through 

most of the week as current stocks continue to dry up along with much of the Delta region, 

despite the expectation of a booming crop. Rice was higher on the week as a result of some 

spillover from outside markets and higher wheat prices, but for the most part is still under a dark 

cloud of increasing supplies and lackluster demand. 

 

Corn has shown itself to be quite volatile (with strong gains last week followed by sharp declines 

this week) and will likely continue on this rollercoaster until the crop is closer to maturity. 

Soybeans will most likely follow that path as well. Cotton is caught in a ñcatch-22ò as current 

stocks dry up on the heels of what looks to be a large crop. Things might get sticky until pickers 

start rolling. 

Futures Market Summary (Thursday close) 

      
  Soybeans chg* Corn chg* Wheat chg* 

Rough 

Rice
1
 chg* Cotton

2
 chg* 

Aug-2010 1016¢ -3                 

Sep-2010 990 1/2¢ -11 376 1/2¢ -16 596 1/2¢ 0 $10.14 0.31 

  Oct-2010                 79.57 1.05 

Nov-2010 979 1/2¢ -9 

    

$10.40 0.30 

  Dec-2010     390 1/4¢ -15 627 1/2¢ 3     74.71 1.24 

Jan-2011 987 1/2¢ -8 

    

$10.67 0.30 

  Mar-2011 991¢ -6 403 1/2¢ -13 650¢ 8 $10.93 0.29 74.11 -0.29 

May-

2011 992 1/2¢ -2 411 1/2¢ -12 657 1/2¢ 7 $11.21 0.28 74.84 -0.38 

Jul-2011 999 1/2¢ -3 418 1/4¢ -12 663¢ 5 $11.49 0.26 75.79 0.12 

1 Dollars per hundredweight 2 Cents per pound 

Source: Chicago Board of Trade and Intercontental Exchange; except where noted prices are cents per bushel     
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WEATHER AND CLIMATE INFORMATION   

Very hot, but quiet weather, is in store from now through late weekend.  Heat advisories have 

been issued again in many zones as temperatures are forecasted to reach, exceed, or near the 100-

degree mark for highs from today through Saturday, with higher heat indices.  Due to some 

slightly drier air, the heat indices may not be or feel as high as in past weeks; however, 

precautions are still advised.  Sunday should start to experience a change in the pattern as the 

upper heat ridge weakens and a tropical system and associated wave may move northward into 

the Gulf.  This will allow cooler, more average temperatures and bring higher chances for 

rainfall.  Southernmost zones could experience a change on Saturday, but most Delta zones 

would likely be affected around Sunday to Monday.   

 

The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook expects a continuation of hot weather for the Delta with average 

chances for rainfall between the 27
th
 to 31

st
 of July.  However, tropical indications reveal a 100% 

chance or high probability for tropical cyclone formation for the area encircled in red in the 

Atlantic (below), as per the National Hurricane Center outlook over the next 48 hours.  The 

storm currently located around the Bahamas, is expected to affect Florida as it moves north-

northwest.  The movement and strength afterwards needs to be monitored if it enters the Gulf, as 

it could change the rain situation from Monday onward.  The area in orange is not expected to be 

a threat in the Delta, and is thought to affect Mexico in a day or two. 

 
(Graphic is Courtesy of the National Hurricane Center for 7-22-10 @ 8:28 am EDT) 

Tropical Update 

http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/mississippi

