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Early Childhood Programs 

Mississippi State University-Extension Service 
                     Course Catalog March 2009 

 
The Mississippi Child Care Resource & Referral Network, part of the 
Mississippi State University Extension Service (MSU-ES), provides classes, 
trainings, and support materials for early care and education providers. 
Our goal is to provide an educational experience that promotes the 
integration of knowledge and professional practice from the fields of 
child/youth development and family studies.  We enable early care and 
education providers to supply quality childcare, positive guidance, and 
nurturance for children. 
 
 

Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Early Learning Guidelines: 
Director’s Training 

This training is designed to familiarize directors and 
director-designees with the Mississippi Early Learning 
Guidelines for Three- Year- Old Children, and the 
Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Four- Year- Old 
Children.  The Early Learning Guidelines are designed to 
provide research-based strategies that ensure high quality 
learning standards for Mississippi's early childhood 
programs. The Early Learning Guidelines provide a 
framework to incorporate all of the early childhood theories 
and practices emphasizing environments, curriculum, 
activities, and assessments that meet the needs of all 
children. 

6  

Early Learning Guidelines:  
How Children Learn              

Part 1 

New scientific data has taught us that the strengthening or 
weakening of a child’s brain cells depends on the child’s 
experiences.  This training will focus on the “How 
Children Learn” section of Mississippi Early Learning 
Guidelines for Three- Year- Old Children, and Mississippi 
Early Learning Guidelines for Four- Year- Old Children.   
Participants will learn how a child’s early learning matters 
and specific activities that caregivers should engage 
children in to promote healthy development in all areas of 
learning.   

2  

Early Learning Guidelines:  
The Learning Environment        

Part 1 

Young children strive to understand the world around 
them. It is natural for young children to explore and 
investigate their indoor and outdoor space. This training 
will focus on the “The Learning Environment” section of 
Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Three- Year- 
Old Children, and Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines 
for Four- Year- Old Children.  Participants will learn how 
to provide a safe and appropriate indoor and outdoor space 
for young children and how to examine the environment 
carefully to create an inviting and stimulating space that 
fosters creativity, independence, and enhanced learning.   

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Early Learning Guidelines: 
Language, Vocabulary, and Literacy 
Development for 3-and 4-Year-Old 

Children 

The development of language and early literacy skills is the 
most important cognitive achievement of early childhood. 
Language allows children to understand others and the 
world around them, to express their thoughts and feelings, 
and to interact with others in meaningful ways. This 
training will focus on the “Language, Vocabulary, and 
Literacy Development” sections of Mississippi Early 
Learning Guidelines for Three- Year- Old Children, and 
Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Four- Year- Old 
Children.   Participants will learn how to incorporate 
centers and thematic units with language, vocabulary, and 
literacy development.   

2  

Early Learning Guidelines: 
Mathematical Concepts for 3-and 4-

Year-Old Children 

Developing a solid mathematical foundation is essential for 
every child. Mathematics is everywhere and relates to 
almost every experience in a young child’s life.  Young 
children experience mathematics naturally and 
spontaneously as they inquire, explore, interact and try to 
make sense of their world. This training will focus on the 
“Mathematical Concepts” section of Mississippi Early 
Learning Guidelines for Three- Year- Old Children, and 
Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Four- Year- Old 
Children.  Participants will learn how mathematics is 
interrelated with other subject areas such as science, art, 
language, physical movement, and music.   

2  

Early Learning Guidelines: 
Scientific Investigation for 3- and 4-

Year-Old Children 

A young child’s natural curiosity about the world in which 
he or she lives demands a hands-on approach to the study 
of science. Scientific investigations allow children to take 
risks and ask numerous questions.  This training will focus 
on the “Scientific Investigation” section of Mississippi 
Early Learning Guidelines for Three- Year- Old Children, 
and Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Four- Year- 
Old Children.  Participants will learn a how to incorporate 
a hands-on approach to scientific investigation through 
thematic units and centers. 

2  

Early Learning Guidelines:  
Physical Development for 3-and 4-

Year-Old Children 

Physical movement is the center of a young child’s life.  
Physical movement activities are critical for building a 
foundation in cognitive abilities, emergent literacy, 
mathematics, and for strengthening social and emotional 
development through movement. This training will focus 
on the “Physical Development” section of Mississippi 
Early Learning Guidelines for Three- Year- Old Children, 
and Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Four- Year- 
Old Children.  Participants will learn how to incorporate 
opportunities for children to participate in experiences that 
foster fundamental gross motor and movement skills.   

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Early Learning Guidelines: 
Social/Emotional Development of 

Young Children                  
Part 2 

Caring relationships with responsive adults (e.g parents, 
educators, caregivers) help young children develop 
emotional security and social competence.  These 
attachments serve as a model for later interactions with 
peers and support the children’s participation in learning 
environments.  This training will focus on the 
“Social/Emotional Development of Young Children” 
section of Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for 
Three- Year- Old Children, and Mississippi Early Learning 
Guidelines for Four- Year- Old Children. Participants will 
be provided with insight into the skills children need to 
positively engage in a learning environment.  Participants 
will learn how to encourage the development of both 
intrapersonal skills (e.g., positive self-concepts and the 
ability to regulate their emotions and behavior) and 
interpersonal skills (e.g., ability to develop positive and 
supportive relationships with others) by emphasizing 
centers and thematic units.     

3 

Early Learning Guidelines: 
Assessments and Observational 

Strategies 
Part 2 

Assessment of children’s individual development and 
learning is essential for planning and implementing an 
appropriate curriculum.  The assessment or the definition 
of the child’s individual progress is to be determined 
through the on-going observations recorded by the early 
care and education provider.  This training will focus on 
the “Assessments and Observational Strategies” sections of 
Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Three- Year- 
Old Children, and Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines 
for Four- Year- Old Children. Participants will learn how 
to observe activities in which the child practices a specific 
skill in a natural classroom setting to determine each 
child’s strengths and weaknesses.   

3 

Care to Read:  
Understanding Early Language and 

Literacy Development 

Learning about language and literacy is a gradual, ongoing 
process.  This training provides an overview of the “Care to 
Read” curriculum with an emphasis on early language and 
literacy development.  Participants will be able to 
summarize and apply knowledge of the typical stages 
children go through as they gain listening, talking, reading, 
and writing skills. 

2  

Care to Read:  
Creating Literacy-Rich 

Environments 

A literacy rich environment allows children to explore, 
make discoveries, and build their own language and 
literacy knowledge and skills.  The emphasis of this 
training is how to create a literacy-rich environment.  
Whether for a center-based or home-based setting, we’ll 
provide tips for arranging and outfitting an environment 
that invites children to listen, talk, read, and write. 

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Care to Read:  
Where Conversation Leads 

Conversations are opportunities for children to share 
information and enjoy other people’s company.  Children 
gain conversation skills during daily routines, transitions, 
activities, and experiences.  This training will help 
providers support the development of listening and 
speaking skills by modeling how language is used to 
communicate, responding to and talking with children, and 
reading aloud. 

2  

Care to Read: Reading Aloud 

Reading aloud to young children is one of the most 
effective ways to support language and literacy 
development.  Participants will learn how to select books 
that are developmentally and individually appropriate for 
the children in their care, and learn how to read aloud in a 
way that engages and actively involves young children.   

2  

Care to Read: Making My Mark 

Children pass through stages as they develop drawing and 
writing skills.  Children also construct their own 
knowledge about conventional writing at the same time 
they are learning about speaking and reading.  Providers 
will learn how to provide materials, activities, and 
interactions that support children’s development of eye-
hand coordination, visual perception, drawing and writing 
skills, alphabet knowledge, and phonemic awareness.   

2  

Care to Read:  
Supporting Language and Literacy 

Every Day 

Language and literacy skills support both cognitive and 
social development.  This workshop helps participants 
learn how to plan, implement, and evaluate activities and 
experiences that engage children in language and literacy 
learning.   

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Why Quality Matters 

The purpose of this workshop is to define the factors that 
constitute a quality program and explore the impact of 
quality programs on children and families.  
 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Defining Curriculum for Infants 
and Toddlers 

The purpose of this workshop is to clarify what is meant by 
“curriculum”, to identify what a curriculum offers, and to 
consider some common misconceptions about using a 
curriculum in working with infants and toddlers. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

The Central Role of 
Caregivers/Teachers 

This workshop is designed to promote participants’ 
awareness of the wide range of personal and professional 
experiences they bring to their roles, and to highlight the 
range of responsibilities involved in caring for infants and 
toddlers.   

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Knowing Infants and Toddlers 

To plan and implement a developmentally appropriate 
program, caregivers must have realistic expectations of 
what children can do and what they are ready to learn at 
each stage of development.  This workshop introduces 
participants to typical development in the first three years 
of life as well as to the ways children are unique.   

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Observing Infants and Toddlers 

This workshop will show how to make time to conduct 
ongoing observation of children and record the information 
in a systematic way. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Planning and Individualizing 

This workshop introduces participants to a set of planning 
forms based on the goals and objectives of The Creative 
Curriculum. Participants use information to develop a plan 
for a specific child. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Working with Families 

This workshop is designed to help caregivers/teacher 
define their role in working with families. The more early 
care and education providers learn about families, the more 
they can be responsive to and supportive of the children in 
their care. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Creating A Welcoming 
Environment 

This training will focus on setting up a classroom, selecting 
and organizing materials, and working with families in 
infant and toddler classrooms. 2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Promoting Safety and Health 

This workshop is to increase participants’ knowledge of 
safety and health issues so they can better ensure children’s 
safety and promote their health.  

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Guiding Children’s Behavior 

When young children begin learning how to control their 
own behavior, they are more likely to become adults who 
make reasonable decisions and relate to others in positive 
ways.  This workshop is designed to help participants learn 
ways to guide children’s behavior in positive ways, to 
prevent unnecessary behavior problems, and to work with 
families on goals for their children’s behavior.   

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

The Routine of Routines 

The purpose of this workshop is to help infant/toddler 
caregivers master the “routine” side of routines – following 
health and safety procedures, having materials on hand, 
managing the whole group while focusing on one child – so 
they can use routines as special times to build relationships 
and promote learning. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Activities Day by Day 

Activities for infants and toddlers are not planned tasks or 
events that take place with a group of children, but are the 
opportunities caregivers offer children to explore and make 
discoveries by placing appropriate and interesting materials 
in the environment, observing how children use these 
materials, and responding to their interests and initiatives.  
Participants will be guided in providing opportunities for 
infants and toddlers to enjoy playing with toys, dabbling in 
art, imitating and pretending, tasting and preparing food, 
exploring sand and water, having fun with music and 
movement, and going outdoors.   

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Creative Curriculum for Infants & 
Toddlers:  

Early Literacy Experiences 

Participants will learn about the six early literacy skills that 
are necessary before a child can learn to read and what 
types of activities may be used with babies and very young 
children to build these skills. Guidelines for choosing 
developmentally appropriate books for infants and toddlers 
at different age levels will be taught, as well as some 
demonstration of fun and frustration-free ways to use books 
with babies. 

2 

Right from Birth 

This video series is designed to teach parents and early care 
and education providers how to supply children with the 
necessary skills and foundation for future learning and 
success in school. 

6 

What Do You Do With the Mad 
That You Feel? 

Angry feelings are a natural part of being human, and 
children aren’t born with self-control.  In this workshop, 
early care and education providers will find helpful ways to 
think about anger and self-control, and learn about 
activities that can support the development of self-control.  

3  

Challenging Behaviors: Where Do 
We Begin? 

Challenging behaviors are not only difficult for the child 
who is exhibiting them; they are very difficult for their 
teachers, their classmates, and the families of all the 
children in the class.  This workshop will provide insight 
into challenging behavior and self-regulation.   

3 

Books You Can Count On: 
Preschool Math Concepts & 

Children’s Literature 

Even if you think you're mathematically challenged, you 
can use fun and unique children's books to introduce and 
reinforce basic math concepts with young children! We 
will discuss different types of fun learning activities to use 
and how different books can teach math skills. Participants 
will use a variety of children's books to show how they can 
introduce basic math concepts (size, shapes, counting, 
patterns, sorting, and measuring). 

2  

We Are the Same, We Are 
Different: Bringing Diversity into 

the Classroom 

This training will emphasize the ECERS classroom 
assessment scales by using books, activities, and stories to 
enhance diversity on a daily basis in the classroom. 

2  

Smart and Healthy Kids 

Healthy Start focuses on wellness concepts and behaviors 
for children ages 3 to 5. The program is centered on 
children, their environment, and their family, and includes 
family activities. Animal Trackers and Healthy Hops are 
two courses that focus on physical activity and nutrition 
within the classroom and in the children’s homes. 

4  

Between the Lions 

The “Between the Lions” Preschool Literacy Initiative is a 
comprehensive early literacy program. The curriculum is 
designed to help preschoolers develop a strong foundation 
in early literacy. Based on the PBS television show, this 
material showcases a unique educational tool that features 
puppets, animation, songs, and humor to build skills that 
help children become strong readers.  

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Ready to Read : Sesame Street 

This workshop was developed by MSU's Early Childhood 
Institute as part of a statewide Ready to Read Project. It 
introduces early care and education providers to early 
language and literacy concepts and activities by using the 
Sesame Workshop instructional DVD, “Every Day is a 
Reading and Writing Day.” The lessons and learning 
activities for three-year olds align with ELG Language 
Skills Competencies and have a strong focus on letter 
recognition. 

2  

Ready to Read: Between the Lions 

This workshop was developed by MSU's Early Childhood 
Institute as part of a statewide Ready to Read Project. It 
introduces early care and education providers to early 
language and literacy concepts and activities by using the 
“Between the Lions” instructional DVD, “Get Wild About 
Reading!” The lessons and learning activities are more 
complex and especially designed for four-year old children. 
The activities align with ELG Language Skills 
Competencies and focus on phonological and phonemic 
awareness by helping children recognize and understand 
rhyming words. 

2 

Childcare As A Business 
 

This intensive three-day workshop is designed for those 
who want to start their own childcare business, or are 
currently serving as directors in established childcare 
centers, and will cover topics such as how to get started; 
record keeping, determining prices to charge, marketing, 
licensure regulations, professionalism, room arrangement, 
food safety, meal/snack planning, discipline and 
communicating with parents.   

16  

Promotion Emotional Resilience 

Emotional resilience is an important component of 
comprehensive emergency management in early childhood 
programs. Learn the basics of promoting emotional 
resilience in children ages 4-6 years and how promoting 
emotional resilience can help early care and education 
programs meet the Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines. 

3  

Toddler Art 

Learn what appropriate art is for the youngest of children.  
It’s a fun way to learn how to teach children about colors, 
science and math.  Come ready to dig in and get your hands 
dirty! 

2  

 
Cooking Up Some Fun 

Cooking, a natural part of every child’s life, is an ideal way 
to teach children lifelong healthy eating habits and to 
promote their knowledge, skills, and creativity. 

2  

Awesome Ocean 

Learn appropriate vocabulary to introduce the ocean to 
children, teach children to describe the ocean, identify at 
least five inhabitants of the ocean, and learn what fish eat 
and where they live. 

2  

Winter Science 
Learn to plan seasonal science activities using everyday 
“kitchen science” items.  Participants will make several 
items to use in the classroom. 

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Creative Activities with Infants and 
Toddlers (Make-N-Take) 

Participants will create developmentally appropriate toys 
for infants and toddlers from inexpensive items found 
around the house.   

2  

Spaces are Special Places 
Participants will be actively engaged in identifying ways to 
effectively arrange early childhood classrooms in order to 
best meet the needs of the children. 

2  

Music Works Wonders 

Gain valuable information to enable children to engage in 
music and movement activities depending on their 
interests, temperaments, and experiences.  Learn how to 
help children imitate movements as a group and on their 
own, and how to provide spaces for listening, singing, 
moving to music, and playing instruments. 

2  

Going To School 

This readiness campaign will aid parents and early care and 
education providers in understanding how to help 
preschool children succeed in school and prepare them for 
a lifetime of learning.   

2  

Creative Art: No More Coloring 
Sheets 

Learn to help children develop fine-motor skills by 
experimenting with art materials that foster creativity, 
cultural sharing, cognitive development, language 
development, emotional release, and art appreciation.  
Learn about suggested age-appropriate art materials and 
setting up art stations for children.   

2  

Putting the Print in Print Rich 

Participants will discover the importance of incorporating 
print and language into early childhood classrooms.  
Examples of materials to include in a print-rich 
environment and many activities to help create this 
environment will be provided. 

2  

Shovel and Sift, Splish and Splash 

Learn the importance of sand and water play for toddlers 
and preschool age children, be able to set up sand and 
water centers in the classroom, learn materials and 
equipment needed for sand and water play, and determine 
how to provide variety in sand and water play. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
How Children Develop and Learn 

Learn what children are like developmentally as well as 
what makes each child unique.  Understand the sequence of 
growth in social/emotional, physical, cognitive, and 
language development, and learn about each child’s 
strengths, interests, needs, experiences, and learning styles.

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
The Learning Environment 

Learn to create an environment where children will feel 
safe and comfortable and feel like they belong.  Includes 
learning how to set up and maintain a classroom, establish 
structure for each day, and create a classroom community. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
The Teacher’s Role 

Learn how knowledge of child development, individual 
children, and content are used to make decisions about 
when and how to respond to children to support and guide 
their learning.   

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
The Family’s Role 

Explore ways to create a welcoming environment where all 
families feel that they belong.  Examine various ways to 
communicate with families and partner with them on 
children’s learning.  Explore issues surrounding 
misunderstandings that can occur between home and 
school. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
Toys and Games 

Learn how to observe children’s use of toys and games to 
decide when and how to support learning.  Learn which 
toys are safe, durable, and affordable and which toys are 
age-appropriate and do not reinforce stereotypes.   

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
Sand and Water 

Learn how sand and water contribute to children’s learning 
and development, and examine the arrangement and set up 
of sand and water areas through the eyes of a child to 
determine if it addresses the children’s needs. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
Cooking 

Learn how cooking contributes to children’s learning and 
development.  Examine ways the cooking area can be set 
up and organized so that children can explore, experiment, 
and create on their own, in small groups, or one on one 
with a teacher, parent volunteer, or another child. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
Computers 

Examine the value of computers in the early childhood 
classroom and look at how they can be used to support 
children’s development and learning. 

2  

Creative Curriculum for Preschool: 
Outdoors 

Consider the value of the outdoor area and ways it can be 
used to enrich the curriculum and support children’s overall 
development and learning. 

2  

Your Young Child:  
What to do When Baby Cries 

Participants will learn the reasons infant cry, signs and 
causes of infant colic, techniques for soothing fussy infants, 
and ways to help parents cope with the stress of crying.  

2 

Your Young Child:  
Helping Baby Sleep 

 

Participants will learn how infant sleep patterns develop 
and change, how culture affects parenting and sleep 
arrangements, and effective ways to encourage infants and 
toddlers to self-soothe themselves to sleep. 

2  

Your Young Child:  
Learning to Say Good-bye 

 

Participants will learn strategies that help children 
transition from home to the childcare center, comforting 
techniques, and how to assist parents in developing coping 
skills for dealing with the stress of leaving a child in the 
care of someone else. 

2  

Your Young Child:  
When All You Hear is “NO!” 

 

Participants will learn strengths and weaknesses of 
parenting styles that affect children’s behavior, three 
components of effective discipline for young children, and 
positive strategies for managing difficult behavior. 

2  

Your Young Child:  
Making Mealtimes Manage 

 

Participants will learn common eating habits and why some 
children become “choosy” eaters, strategies to make 
mealtime easier, and how to work with parents of children 
who are concerned about their child’s eating habits. 

2  
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Course Title Course Description Contact
Hours

Your Young Child:  
The Exploring Toddler 

 

Participants will define developmentally appropriate 
toddler behavior, recognize benefits of safe exploration in 
the childcare center and home environment, and learn 
strategies for coping with children as they engage in their 
environment. 

2  
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MSCCR&R – Mississippi State University 
  501 College View Street 

Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Phone: (662) 325-5122 

Fax: (662)325-1805 
Lucy Bryant, Training Coordinator 

 lbryant@humansci..msstate.edu 
Meredith Betts, Resource Technician 

Phone: (662) 325-4129, mbetts@humansci.msstate.edu 
 

MSCCR&R – Itawamba Community College 
2176 S. Eason Blvd 
Tupelo, MS 38804 

Phone: (662) 620-5370 
Fax:  (662) 620-5372 

Adrienne Mercer, Training Coordinator 
amercer@humansci.msstate.edu 

Mary Ann Wright, Resource Technician 
mwright@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- Northeast Mississippi Community College 

101 Cunningham Blvd., Box 1790 
Booneville, MS 38829 
Phone: (662) 720-4082 
Fax: (662) 720-4083 

Lydia Bethay, Training Coordinator                           
lbethay@humansci.msstate.edu 

Teresa Lawson, Resource Technician    
tlawson@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 

2226 Switzer Road – L202 
Gulfport, MS 39507 

Phone: (228) 897-3851 
Fax: (228) 897-3872 

Jocelyn Bass, Training Coordinator                            
jbass@humansci.msstate.edu 

Kolletta Davis, Training Coordinator 
kdavis@humansci.msstate.edu 

Katrina Hall, Resource Technician 
khall@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- Meridian Community College 

910 HWY 19 North, Box 625 
Meridian, MS 39307 

Phone: (601) 553-3413 
Fax: (601) 553-3416 

Amy Stokes, Training Coordinator              
astokes@humansci.msstate.edu 

Kamilah Dunn, Resource Technician   
kdunn@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- Petal 

201 West Central Avenue 
Petal, MS 39465 

Phone: (601) 584-4704 
Fax: (601) 544-8358 

Niki Thompson, Trainer 
nikit@ext.msstate.edu 

Brandy Cunningham, Resource Technician 
brandic@humansci.mssate.edu 

 
 

Discrimination based upon race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, or veteran’s status is a violation of federal and state 
law and MSU policy and will not be tolerated.  Discrimination based upon sexual orientation or group affiliation is a violation of MSU 
policy and will not be tolerated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
Beth Bell                     Coahoma, DeSoto, Grenada 
(662) 647-8661           Lafayette, Marshall, Panola  
bethb@ext.msstate.edu  Quitman, Tallahatchie, Tate 
                 Tunica and Yalobusha 
 
Bettye Wadsworth  Forrest, George, Greene, 
(228) 769-3047          Hancock, Harrison,  
bettyew@ext.msstte.edu Jackson, Lamar, Marion, 
                                        Pearl River, Perry, and Stone 
 
Carla Stanford          Alcorn, Benton, Itawamba 
(662) 489-3910                 Lee, Pontotoc, Prentiss  
carlas@ext.msstate.edu Tippah, Tishomingo, and Union  
 
Jennifer Brown Russell Attala, Bolivar, Carroll,  
(662) 453-6803   Holmes, Leflore, 
jbrown@ext.msstate.edu Humphreys, Issaquena, 
   Montgomery, Sharkey, 
   Sunflower and Washington  
    
Karen Benson   Clarke, Covington, Jasper,   
(601) 656-4011   Jefferson Davis, Jones, 
karenb@ext.msstate.edu  Kemper, Lauderdale, Neshoba, 
    Newton and Wayne 
 
Tashmia Prowell Hinds, Leake, Madison, Rankin,  
(601) 859-3842  Scott, Simpson, Smith, Warren 
tashmiap@ext.msstate.edu and Yazoo 
 
Rita Tanksley       Calhoun, Chickasaw, Choctaw,  
(662) 773-3091   Clay, Lowndes, Monroe, Noxubee,        
ritat@ext.msstate.ed   Oktibbeha, Webster, Winston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child and Family Development Programs  
Coordinated by: 

Louise E. Davis, Ph.D., Director 
Phone: (662) 325-3083 
Fax: (662) 325-1805 
Toll Free : 1-866-706-8827 
Email: louised@humansci.msstate.edu  
 
Melissa Lewis- Tenhet, Project Manager 
Phone: (662) 325-5183 
Fax: (662) 325-1805 
Email: mtenhet@humansci.msstate.edu 
 
Yvonne Shumpert, Regional Technical Supervisor 
Phone: (662) 325-7830 
Fax:  (662) 325-1805 
Email: yshumpert@humansci.msstate.edu 
  
Kelly Carmody, Assessment Coordinator 
Phone: (662) 325-3083 
Fax: (662) 325-1805 
Email: kellyc@ext.msstate.edu 

Mississippi State University Extension Service 
Child and Family Development Area Agents  
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MSCCR&R – Southwest Community College 
Early Childhood Education Technology, Simmons Building 

Southwest MS Community College 
100 College Drive 
Summit, MS 39666 

Phone: (601) 276-3737 
Fax: (601) 276-3883 

Vanessa Davis, Training Coordinator 
 vdavis@humansci..msstate.edu 

Jesica McCray, Resource Technician 
 jmccray@humansci..msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R – Copiah-Lincoln Community College 

11 Co-Lin Circle Rm. 213 
Natchez, MS 39120 

Phone: (601) 446-1270 
Fax:  (601) 446-1222 

Debra Griffin, Training Coordinator 
dgriffin@humansci.msstate.edu 

Kim Stuart, Training Coordinator ( Floater) 
kstuart@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- Mississippi Delta Community College 

P.O. Box 668, Hwy. 3 
Moorehead, MS 38761 

Phone:  
Fax:  

Christal Turner, Training Coordinator                         
cturner@humansci.msstate.edu 

Kevia Elverton, Resource Technician    
kelverton@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- Holmes Community College 
Global Education Mobile, Grenada Campus 

Willis Green, Resource Technician 
wgreen@humansci.msstate.edu 

 
MSCCR&R- First Regional Library, Hernando 

370 West Commerce Street 
Hernando, MS 38632 

Phone: (662) 429-4439 
Fax: (662) 429-8625 

Victoria Penny, Training Coordinator              
vpenny@firstregional.org 

Eleanor Morris, Resource Technician   
 eleanor@firstregional.org 

 
MSCCR&R- Hinds Community College (not yet open) 

3805 U.S. 80 East 
Pearl, MS 39208-4295 
Phone: (662) 325-3083 
Fax: (662) 325-1805 

Sonia Brown, Training Coordinator 
soniab@ext.msstate.edu 

 
Visit us on the Web:  www.childcaremississippi.org 
Email us at: msccrr@ext.mstate.edu 
 

 


