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What is 4-H? 
 

It's Not Just For Luck 
4-H for Mississippi (IS-1456) 
Which four-leaf clover does more than any other one to give its bearer good luck for success?... 
The clover symbolizing 4-H, of course!  

4-H Youth Development Education offers youth opportunities to develop skills and interests 
through participation in learn-by-doing projects. 4-H is the youth development program of the 
Mississippi State University Extension Service (MSU-ES), which is part of Mississippi State 
University.  

 

4-H and Families 
Families have changed over the years. There are more single parents than ever before, and more 
often than not, both parents in a two-parent family work outside the home.  

But one thing hasn't changed--parents' desire to see their children grow into healthy, productive, 
successful adults. The mission of 4-H, the informal youth education program of the Cooperative 
Extension Service at Mississippi State, is to help parents achieve that goal.  

4-H helps youth acquire knowledge that can enable them to develop such life skills as:  

• Communication  
• Decision making  
• Leadership  
• Interpersonal relations  
• Community awareness  
• Global understanding  

4-H also helps youth form attitudes that will enable them to become self-directing, productive, and 
contributing members of society.  

4-H Core Competencies, Unit 1 – This is 4-H



The 4-H mission is accomplished through the involvement of parents, volunteer leaders, and 
other adults who organize and conduct educational experiences in community, school, and family 
settings.  

4-H learning experiences are designed to help youth work with others in real-life situations. These 
experiences promote individual growth in knowledge, skills, and attitudes, which, in turn, 
encourage family interaction.  

 

4-H and Mississippi State University 
Youth enrolled in the 4-H program benefit from the expertise provided by the Mississippi State 
University Extension Service of Mississippi State University.  

For example, specialists lend technical knowledge to such subject areas as child development, 
food and nutrition, consumer awareness, clothing, agriculture and natural resources, 
environmental science, gardening, electrical and mechanical energy, aquaculture and wildlife 
conservation, and veterinary medicine and animal science. Extension 4-H youth agents provide 
volunteer leaders with training at the local level.  

In addition to the technical knowledge provided by Extension professionals, youth also have the 
opportunity to explore a variety of programs that teach them productive use of leisure time.  

 

4-H and the Three-Way Partnership 
All 4-H information is provided at minimal cost to participants because of the three-way 
partnership among county, state, and federal governments. In addition to public funds, donations 
to 4-H from corporate and private sponsors help support many 4-H opportunities.  

 

4-H for Mississippi 
Just as families have changed, so has the 4-H program -- no longer is it a program just for farm 
youth. In fact, 4-H is rural, small town, downtown and uptown, in high-rises and housing projects, 
in suburbs, and on farms.  

The shared goal of enabling youth to become self-directing, productive, contributing adults makes 
4-H and Mississippi families natural partners.  

Become a 4-H youth member or volunteer. The 4-H program is open to all people without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. To learn more about how the 4-H 
program can benefit your family, contact the Mississippi State University Extension Service office 
in your county.  

Help make Mississippi's best...even better.  



 

Call Your County Extension Service 
ADAMS--301 Liberty Road, Natchez 39120 (445-8201) 
ALCORN--P.O. Box 539, Corinth 38834 (286-7755) 
AMITE--P.O. Box 373, Liberty 39645-0373 (657-8937) 
ATTALA--P.O. Drawer 160, Kosciusko 39090 (289-5431) 
BENTON--P.O. Box 158, Ashland 38603 (224-6330) 
BOLIVAR--P.O. Box 1678, Cleveland 38732 (843-8371) 
CALHOUN--P.O. Box 83, Calhoun City 38916 (628-6671) 
CARROLL--P.O. Box 59, Carrollton 38917 (237-6926) 
CHICKASAW--P.O. Box 511, Houston 38851 (456-4269) 
CHOCTAW--P.O. Box 370, Ackerman 39735 (285-6337) 
CLAIBORNE--P.O. Box 529, Port Gibson 39150 (437-5011) 
CLARKE--P.O. Box 109, Quitman 39355 (776-3951) 
CLAY--218 W. Broad St., Suite D, West Point 39773 (494-5371) 
COAHOMA--P.O. Box 490, Clarksdale 38614 (624-3070) 
COPIAH--P.O. Box 789, Hazlehurst 39083 (894-4081) 
COVINGTON--P.O. Box 1059, Collins 39428-1059 (765-8252) 
DESOTO--3260 Hwy. 51 South, Hernando 38632 (429-1349) 
FORREST--400 Forrest St., Suite 200, Hattiesburg 39401-3477 (545-6083) 
FRANKLIN--P.O. Box 368, Meadville 39653-0368 (384-2349) 
GEORGE--5130 Main St., Suite A, Lucedale 39452 (947-4223) 
GREENE--P.O. Box 730, Leakesville 39451 (394-2702) 
GRENADA--1241 Mound St., Grenada 38901 (226-2061) 
HANCOCK--3064 Longfellow Dr., Bay St. Louis 39520 (467-5456) 
HARRISON--P.O. Drawer Z, Gulfport 39502-0045 (865-4227) 
HINDS--1735 Wilson Blvd., Jackson 39204 (372-1424) 
HOLMES--P.O. Box 330, Lexington 39095 (834-2795) 
HUMPHREYS--P.O. Box 239, Belzoni 39038 (247-2915) 
ISSAQUENA--P.O. Box 129, Mayersville 39113 (873-2322) 
ITAWAMBA--304 Wiggul St., Fulton 38843 (862-3201) 
JACKSON--P.O. Box 1248, Pascagoula 39568 (769-3047) 
JASPER--P.O. Box 506, Bay Springs 39422 (764-2314) 
JEFFERSON--P.O. Box 519, Fayette 39069 (786-3131) 
JEFFERSON DAVIS--P.O. Box 580, Prentiss 39474-0580 (792-5121) 
JONES--P.O. Box 448, Laurel 39441-0448 (428-5201) 
KEMPER--P.O. Box 339, DeKalb 39328 (743-5112) 
LAFAYETTE--101 Center Ridge Dr., Suite A, Oxford 39655 (234-4451) 
LAMAR--P.O. Box 419, Purvis 39475 (794-8504 Ext.51) 
LAUDERDALE--410 Constitution Ave., 5th Floor, Meridian 39301 (482-9764) 
LAWRENCE--P.O. Box 758, Monticello 39654-0758 (587-2271) 
LEAKE--729 East Main, Carthage 39051 (267-8036) 
LEE--P.O. Box 2297, Tupelo 38803-2297 (841-9000) 
LEFLORE--Lock Drawer C, Greenwood 38930-0419 (453-6803) 
LINCOLN--301 S. First St., Courthouse Room 201, Brookhaven 39601-3353 (835-3460) 
LOWNDES--P.O. Box 1386, Columbus 39703 (328-2111) 
MADISON--P.O. Box 112, Canton 39046 (859-3842) 
MARION--1060 Hwy. 13 South, Columbia 39429-9408 (736-8251) 
MARSHALL--P.O. Box 489, Holly Springs 38635 (252-3541) 
MBCI--Miss. Band of Choctaw Indians, P.O. Box 6010, Philadelphia 39350 (656-2070) 
MONROE--P.O. Box 189, Aberdeen 39730 (369-8683) 
MONTGOMERY--P.O. Box 726, Winona 38967 (283-4133) 



NESHOBA--P.O. Box 179, Philadelphia 39350 (656-4011) 
NEWTON--P.O. Box 188, Decatur 39327 (635-2268) 
NOXUBEE--107 East Adams St., Macon 39341 (726-4326) 
OKTIBBEHA--106 Felix Long Dr., Starkville 39759 (323-5916) 
PANOLA--P.O. Box 348, Batesville 38606 (563-6260) 
PEARL RIVER--P.O. Box 272, Poplarville, 39470 (795-4224) 
PERRY--P.O. Box 405, New Augusta 39462 (964-3668) 
PIKE--P.O. Box 510, Magnolia 39652 (783-5321) 
PONTOTOC--171 Hwy. 15 Bypass, Pontotoc 38863 (489-3910) 
PRENTISS--P.O. Box 130, Booneville 38829 (728-5631) 
QUITMAN--P.O. Box 220, Marks 38646 (326-5521) 
RANKIN--601 Marquette Rd., Brandon 39042 (825-1461) 
SCOTT--Drawer 1509, Forest 39074 (469-4241) 
SHARKEY--P.O. Box 250, Rolling Fork 39159 (873-4246) 
SIMPSON--Route 4, Box 335-A, Mendenhall 39114 (847-1335) 
SMITH--P.O. Box 127, Raleigh 39153 (782-4454) 
STONE--214 N. Critz St., Suite 3, Wiggins 39577 (928-5286) 
SUNFLOWER--Courthouse, Indianola 38751 (887-4601) 
TALLAHATCHIE--P.O. Box 308, Charleston 38921 (647-8746) 
TATE--P.O. Box 188, Senatobia 38668 (562-4274) 
TIPPAH--P.O. Box 280, Ripley 38663 (837-8184) 
TISHOMINGO--1008 Battleground Dr., Room 106, Iuka 38852-1038 (423-7016) 
TUNICA--P.O. Box 1077, Tunica 38676 (363-2911) 
UNION--112 Fairground Circle, New Albany 38652 (534-1916) 
WALTHALL--250 Ball Ave., Tylertown 39667 (876-4021) 
WARREN--1100 C Grove St., Vicksburg 39180 (636-5442) 
WASHINGTON--P.O. Box 915, Greenville 38701 (334-2669) 
WAYNE--810-A Chickasawhay St., Waynesboro 39367-2505 (735-2243) 
WEBSTER--114 Hwy. 9 N., Eupora 39744 (258-3971) 
WILKINSON--P.O. Box 834, Woodville 39669-0834 (888-3211) 
WINSTON--258 Vance St., Louisville 39339 (773-3091) 
YALOBUSHA--P.O. Box 610, Main St., Coffeeville 38922-0806 (675-2730) 
YAZOO--P.O. Box 1068, Yazoo City 39194-1068 (746-2453)  

 

Information Sheet 1456 
Extension Service of Mississippi State University, cooperating with U.S. Department of 
AgricultureT. Published in furtherance of Acts of Congress, May 8 and June 30, 1914. Ronald A. 
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