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 2008 National Volunteer Leaders Workshop 

(left to right) Dr. John Long, Delmon Outland, David Meeks, Tom 

Ganann, Stuart Wright, Kathy Petty, Lanette Crocker, Strider McCrory, The Mississippi Law Enforcement Officers' Training Academy (MLEOTA) is located on 243 acres in 
Rankin County, 10 miles outside of Jackson near the Mississippi State Hospital and the Central Mississippi Correctional Facility. 
The mission of the academy is to enhance the public safety in Mississippi by providing professional law enforcement training to 

state, county, and local law enf
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 Fall is always a special time of the year. Like its 

sibling spring, fall always indicates a time of chang e.  

The leaves begin to turn, shadows lengthen and the 

evening air is filled with the familiar sounds and 

smells associated with the closing of the year.  I have 

always had a personal debate with myself, trying to 

determine my favorite season.  Each has it s own place 

in my heart, but it was on September 22, 2008 that my 

life was to change forever.  It was on this date that my 

wife gave birth to our first child, all 9 pounds 7 ounces 

of her!  As I held my daughter for the first time, I soon 

realized that I w ould never be the same.  And i n an 

instant my life was changed.  My daughter  now 

depended on me to provide and protect her. How 

similar is my experience to the opportunity given to us 

in shooting sports, to make sure that each youth feels 

special and impor tant regardless of ability.  Our youth 

look to us as mentors and guides through life; 

therefore, our job is to provide them with a quality 

learning experience that they can take with them 

throughout their lives.  As the year comes to an end 

and we begin to  think of the new and exciting 

opportunities that lay ahead in the Mississippi 4 - H 

Shooting Sports Program, remember that the lives in 

which we interact today are the  leaders of 

tomorrow.  By the way, I have my eye on a 

beautiful pink .22 rifle that has my  daughterõs 

name all over it!  From us to you, have a great rest 

of the year and if I donõt see you in the woods, I 

will see you on the range!  Have fun and be safe!  

 

 

John L. Long, Ph.D  

  4- H Youth Development Specialist/  

Shooting Sports Coordinator  

 

  

 
Meet Your Volunteer  

 Raymond & Sherry Radcliff  

After a conversation with Sherry and Raymond 

Radcliff, husband and wife team, devoted and 

dedicated are the words t hat come to mind.  They are 

both very talented and positive influenced individuals 

that complement each other in a powerful way.  I 

spoke with Raymond and Sherry by telephone and 

asked them about how they became involved in the 

Shooting Sports program and what it means to them.  

 

Raymond explained that he has been a certified 

volunteer since April 1993, but had actually been 

involved four to five years prior.  Sherry has been a 

certified volunteer since 1997.  Both are deeply 

involved volunteers with 22 yea rs of experience under 

their belt.  Raymond is National Level II Shotgun 

certified and State Level I certified in Coordinator and 

archery.  Sherry is National Level II shotgun certified 

and State Level I certified in all disciplines.   

 From the Coordinator   
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The instant results and smiles from individuals 

breaking the targets have influenced Raymond to 

enjoy the Shotgun discipline the most; however, 

Sherry enjoys the Rifle discipline the most since 

she has a history of firing this gun.  Sherry stated 

that her comfort with the rif le has helped her 

become a more accurate shot.   

 

If you ask these two what itõs like to work with 

each other during Shooting Sports trainings and 

events, they only have good things to say.  

Raymond and Sherry find that working together 

has great advantage s.  It makes planning ahead 

easier, not to mention that they just enjoy working 

together as a couple.  Each brings something 

unique to the 4 - H Shooting Sports Program, 

Raymond is always brainstorming and brings 

common knowledge to the range; as where Sherr y 

is more of a people person.  Both Raymond and 

Sherry love getting youth involved and enhancing 

their knowledge of firearms.  

 

Raymond and Sherry feel a great sense of  

accomplishment watching a volunteer or 4 - Her 

break their first target. Both Raymond and Sherry 

would like to be remembered as outstanding 

volunteers that loved working with youth and were 

positive influences to all people.  Several personal 

mottos came out of our conversation that would 

help anyone, such as òlife is too shortó, òbe 

positive - think of tomorrow and not the pastó, 

òsmileó, and òbe a positive role model for your 

child and enjoy working togetheró.   

 

These passionate shooting sports volunteers 

enjoy working with children and upcoming 

volunteers.  If you would like to become a 

volunt eer too, please contact your 4- H agent and 

begin to enjoy all the 4 - H Shooting Sports has to 

offer.  

 

 

 

 

 
Raymond and Sherry Radcliff 

Over one hundred twenty new volunteers have now 

joined the ranks of our State Level I instructors.  

Trainings held during the months of August and 

October found these enthusiastic participants 

learning about youth development and proper 

instruction on the use of firearms and archery 

equipment.  Our August training was held in 

Grenada with volunteers enro lled in the disciplines 

of shotgun, rifle, pistol, and archery.  Due to 

rainfall on Sunday, range time was cancelled and 

each class was visited by òLittle Johnnyó.  The last 

2008 Adult Volunteer Training Report  
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T.J. Moss and Lindsey House 
 

pursue a  career in the field of Archery and one day 

wants to become an  program  instructor and work 

with the 4- H archery program .  

         As the AT&T Sportsman of the Year, House and 

Moss will have the opportunity to be the official torch 

runners in the 2009 Stat e Games of Mississippiõs 

Opening Ceremonies and work with State Games of 

Mississippi throughout the year to promote amateur 

athletics for all Mississippians.  House and Moss will 

represent the State Games of Mississippi as nominees 

for the National Athlete  of the Year Award.  The 

National Awards will be presented in September in 

Rochester, N Y. 

Congratulations to T.J. and Lindsey  
 for a job well done!!  

Meridian, MS - Out of 34 nominees for the 

AT&T Sportsman of the Year awar d, the State 

Games of Mississippi chose amateur athletes 

Lindsey House of Columbus and Thomas J. Moss of 

Louin.  Thomas J. Moss is a 17 year old 4 - Her from 

Louin, MS who competed in the 2008 State Games 

of Mississippi Archery event.  Thomas James (TJ) is 

currently attending Sylva Bay Academy where he 

will be a senior during the 2008 - 2009 school year.  

TJ has competed in the State Games of Mississippi 

since 2004 and has won 17 first place finishes from 

2003 - 2008 in standard and unlimited 4 - H 

competitions and has 32 first place finishes from 

2004 - 2008 at local and state 3 - D Archery 

tournaments.  He has competed at the State 4 - H 

Invitational from 2004 - 2007 winning three 1 st 

place finishes.  TJ competed in the 4 - H National 

event in Rapid City, SD and finished 6 th  individually 

and 3 rd  place overall team.  He was the 2007 

Shooter of the Year for Young Adults in the 

Mississippi Archery Association.  Nominated by the 

Archery commissioner Wade Smith he says, òTJ 

displays the true characteristics of an overall 

athlete.  He is very competitive in the sport that he 

participates in and has dedication to strive to be 

better in all that he does.  TJ has a passion for 

sports and all athletes recognize this through his 

spirit and love for the sport.ó  Thomas J plans to 

 

training was during the third week in October. With 

beautiful fall weather, the cl ass enjoyed time meeting 

others from around the state, as well as time on the 

range.  Good food and fellowship was enjoyed at both 

trainings and a big thank you goes out from the state 

office to those volunteers, instructors, and organizers 

that made each o f these events a success.  If you are 

interested in becoming a certified shooting sports 

instructor, contact your local 4 - H agent for more 

information.  

 

 
 

State Games of Mississippi Announces 2008 AT&T Sportsmans of 

the Year  
 

 

 Mr. Joe Walters explaining the different parts 
of the muzzleloader  
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HOME ON THE RANGE  

 

Home On The Range Contõd. Page 5 

New Future Shooting Sports Additions 
All the Staff at the 4 -H Office would like to welcome to  

the  4-H Family:  

 

     

  Drs. John and Leanne Long from  the State 4 -H  

Office gav e birth to a 9.67 pound baby girl,  

 Mary Audrey Long on Monday, September 22, 2008.   

Dr. John Long serves as our Shooting Sports Coordinator  

 
 

 

Greetings to all fellow coaches, shooters, and 

parents.   As you should know, all muzzleloaders that 

are shot have to be cleaned.   The salt that is in black 

powder and black powder substitutes will cause the 

barrels to rust.   This occurs when the moisture in the 

air reaches the salt that was left in the barrel after 

your day at the range.   It happens quickly , so a good 

regimen is to clean immediately after your range 

session. If there becomes a time when you cannot 

clean immedi ately, at a minimum, you should run 

several wet patches down your barrel and then dry 

the barrel with dry patches. Next, run a heavily 

soaked bore butter patch down your barrel so the 

barrel will have the lube protecting it against the rust 

that will occur .  This is not a long term protection 

plan, but it will allow you time to take care of what 

needs to be done.  

     There are several ways you can clean your gun but 

I will only explain a couple, and you can make up 

your own mind which way you would prefer.    

     First, one of the easiest ways to clea n a 

muzzleloader is to take the  nipple off. Next, go  

to a hardware store to buy a length of clear water 

tubing that fits over the nipple tightly. It would 

need to be about two to two and a half feet long.   

Place the nipple back on the gun. If you have an 

outdoor sink, fill it with hot soapy water; be sure 

to only use hot water.   If you do not have a sink 

to use, a five gallon bucket filled with soapy 

water will suffice. When you have the water ready, 

place the tubing you bought on the nipple and 

drop the other end into the water.   

Second, place a cleaning jag on your cleaning 

rod and then place a proper fitting cleaning patch 

on the jag.  Slide the cleaning rod all the way 

 

Jeff Hendrix  
Level II Muzzleloading Instructor  

 

òItõs a Dirty Jobéthat must be done!ó 
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down into the barrel until you reach th e back of 

the breech plug.   Once you have it all the way 

down, it will be hard to pull the  cleaning jag back 

out because you will  have vacuumed the hot water 

into barrel.   Carefully raise the cleaning jag back 

to the top of the barrel and then slide it bac k 

down.  Remember not to remove it all the way.   

Continuing this motion will force out the water 

and debris that was in the barrel.   Repeat this at a 

minimum of five to six times.    

Thirdly, pour out the water and replace it with 

clear hot water. Replace t he cleaning jag with a 

cleaning brush.   Run the cleaning brush up and 

down repeatedly for five or six times before 

replacing the cleaning brush with a cleaning jag.  

Patch and repeat the process again.   Once you 

have finished the strokes, remove the jag an d the 

tubing.  Remember to run drying patches down 

the barrel several times until they are clean and 

dry.    

Fourth, remove the nipple and clean out its 

hole with a nipple pick.  Use a patch to clean out 

the touch hole as well, but do not use oil here.   

Once the barrel is dry, run the bore butter soaked 

patch back and forth a few strokes before 

removing.    

Lastly, wipe the barrel and lock with a cleaning 

cloth that has bore butter or another lubricant 

such as CLP (Cleaner, Lubricant, and Protector) 

before pu tting the gun is ready to be put away.  

Another way to clean a muzzleloader is to first 

remove the barrel from the stock. Prepare the 

water the same as was done in the above process.   

Second, place the nipple under the water and clean 

as prescribed above, w ithout the long piece of 

tubing that as was mentioned before.  This 

process should be followed exactly as above.    

Lastly, simply place the barrel back in the 

stock and replace the irons.  I personally like the 

first method because you donõt have to take the 

gun apart.  Taking the muzzleloader apart can 

cause wear to the gun.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you noticed, I did not mention anything about 

using "Juice".   There is absolutely nothing wrong with 

using Juice if you have it, but hot water dilutes the 

salts and cleans out the carbon left from the powder 

as well as anything else does. Not to mention it is 

much cheaper.    

I hope the information helps some of you make 

the chore of cleaning a muzzleloader a very simple 

job and helps get you out there shooting more.  

 Well that's ab out all I have for today, until next 

time, get out there and be practicing and enjoying 

the great sport of muzzleloader shooting!  

 

 

 

    
 
 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning Brush  

Cleaning Rod  

Cleaning Brush  

Cleaning Jag  
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4- H Shooting Sports Crossword Puzzle  
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Answer Key on Page 8  
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