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 2008 National Volunteer Leaders Workshop 

(left to right) Dr. John Long, Delmon Outland, David Meeks, Tom 

Ganann, Stuart Wright, Kathy Petty, Lanette Crocker, Strider McCrory, The Mississippi Law Enforcement Officers' Training Academy (MLEOTA) is 
located on 243 acres in Rankin County, 10 miles outside of Jackson near the Mississippi State Hospital and 
the Central Mississippi Correctional Facility. The mission of the academy is to enhance the public safety in 
Mississippi by providing professional law enforcement training to state, county, and local law enf
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Wow!  Itõs so hard to believe how time flies! Since 

our last newsletter, myself along with nine other 

volunteers participated in the Nati onal Training 

Workshop in Kerrville, TX. As a result of this 

workshop, Mississippi now has the following Level II 

instructors: 3 in Pistol, 2 in Shotgun, 2 in Rifle, 1 in 

Archery, 1 in Muzzleloader, and 1 in Coordinator  

(see photo below ).  We not only lear ned extensively 

about our respective disciplines, but also the role of  

the shooting sports program in positive youth 

development.   All District Matches have 

concluded, the results are in, and all qualified 

seniors have received their letters to the 2008 

State Invitational. The 2008 National Team has 

concluded competition in Grand Island, Nebraska.  

News from the weeklong event is also included in 

this issue. As our year winds down and we begin 

looking towards the future, I wish you all good 

luck and alw ays remember, be safe, have fun  and 

enjoy the wonderful world of shooting sports!

    

 

John L. Long, Ph.D  

  4- H Youth Development Specialist/  

Shooting Sports Coordinator  

 

  

 

2008 National Volunteer Leaders Workshop  
(left to right) Dr. John Long, Delmon Outland, David Meeks, 
Tom Ganann, Stuart Wright, Kathy Petty, Lanette Crocker, 

Strider McCrory, Charlie Schmitz, Jeff Hendrix  

Meet Your Volunteer  
 Virginia W hittington  

Talk to Virginia Whittington for any length of time 

and the subject of 4 - H Shooting Sports will come up 

in the conversation.  One other thing that you will 

notice is her passion for passing her love for the 

outdoors an d shooting to young people.  I spoke with 

Virginia by telephone and asked her about the history 
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New Future Shooting Sports  Additions  
The North West District and all staff at the 4 -H office 

would like to welcome to the 4 -H Family:  
 

    Mari Alyce Earnest, 4-H agent in Quitman 
County gave birth to a 7 pound 11 ounce 

baby boy, Mitchell Layne  Earnest on May 
10 th  
  Shelli Benton, 4 -H agent in Tate Cou nty 
gave birth to a 9 pound 2 oz. boy, Garrett 
Alexander Benton on May 31 st  

 

of how she became involved in the program and 

what it means to her.   

 

Virginia explained that she had been a 4 - H 

Leader  for 40 years and had been a 4 - H 

Shootin g Sports Instructor for almost 2 0 years.  

She has been trained n ationally in 

muzzleloading as well as in pistol on the state 

level.  She expressed that her love of 

muzzleloading was nurtured  by Mr. Joe Walters 

who helped mentor her in the leadership roles 

that s he has today.  Virginia said  that her main 

desire is to teach youth and women who are 

afraid of guns the proper and safe manner  in 

which to handle firearms.   

Virginia holds many National and Regional 

Awards, most notably the National Wildlife 4 - H 

Volunteer Aw ard in 2000 for her work in             

4- H Shooting Sports  and as a volunteer at 

environmental camps.   

 

Virginia mentioned  that she would like to be 

remembered as someone who has touched lives 

and that what she had taught would continue to 

be p assed down for years to come.  When asked 

for advice to current and future volunteers in the 

program, she stated to òAlways keep safety first, 

enjoy shooting and share the love of shooting 

with others!ó 

 

When not instructing others in muzzleloading, 

Virgin ia can be found outside enjoying nature and 

the world around her.  Virginiaõs other talents 

include floral design and anything centered on 

art.    
 

Ms. Virginia Whittington instructing one of her 

students the proper way to shoot . 
 

 

 
 

June 2008  Vol. 1, Issue 2  



 

Page 3 Youth On Target  

Newsletter Title  
District Reports  

 

 

 

Northea st District  

 

The Northeast Regional Shooting Sports Competition 

was held on April 26 th  with approximate ly 390  people 

in attendance.  The event included Mississippi State 

University Ex tension Staff, 4 - H volunteers, p arents, 

and youth from fourteen counties .  A total of three 

hundred and three  4- H members participated in this 

event.  Participants were allowed to compete in up to 

three of the seven disciplines offered.  Mem bers that 

competed per discipline included: twenty - two  

participants in the 5 meter Air Rifle, fifty  participan ts 

in the 10 Meter Air Rifle, sixty - six  participants in the 

.22 Pistol, one  partici pant in the Muzzleloader, and 

seventy  participants in the Shotgun.  Alt hough most 

youth had to compete in the rain, they all had great 

scores and repr esented their countie s and                

Remember: State Shooting Sports Invitational will be he ld July 18 th  -19th  in Pearl, MS 
at the Mississippi Law Enforcement Training Academy and  State Shotgun Invitational  
on July 25th-26th  in Starkville, MS at the Starkville Gun Club.  

 

Sunflower County:  

 

Sunflower Countyõs reentry into the 4 - H Shooting 

Sports world took place  this spring as members 

met to practice the shotgun and rifle disciplines 

under instructors Scott Mitchell and Strider 

McCrory.  Braving the wet spring conditions on                                  

    numerous  occasions paid off for these ten                

     young  men who have excelled in their first  

    year in the program.  Two of three eligible            

      Senior 4 - Hõers (ages14- 18) qualified for           

the State Invitational in the Shotgun Event.  As t he 

4- H Agent in Sunflower County, I look for this club 

to grow exponentially, as more volunteers come on 

board and we improve our existing range facilities 

to accommodate more shooters. Overall , the 

 

4- H Shooting Sports  well.  Seventy - three 

youth from the Northe ast Region competing 

in the .22 Rifle, Archery, Air Rifle, to  

compete in the Mississippi 4 - H State 

Shooting Sports Invitational.   

 

 

 

 

The Northwest Di strict held their shoot on 

May 3, 2008 at the Tallahatchie County 

Fairgrounds in Charleston, MS.  One  

hundred ninety participants shooting in three 

hundred and nine disciplines attended this 

event.  
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DeSoto County : 
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DeSoto County had 26 participants at the 

NW District Shooting Sports contest with 

11 Seniors qualifying for State.  Six of the 

Seniors placed in the top three.    

 

DeSoto County is also proud to announce 

that Lucas Boatwright and Anna Mullinaux 

will be attending Nationals at the end of 

June. Lucas is a member of the Compound 

Archery Team and this is his second time 

attending in this discip line.  Anna is a 

member of the Recurve Archery Team.  
Good luck to these youth!  

 

program has been well  received by all 

and has filled an e xisting need.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Northwest District  
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Southe ast District  

 

HOME ON THE RANGE  
 �´�7�K�H���5�L�J�K�W���)�L�W�µ 

By: Lanette Crocker  
Level II Shotgun Instructor  

 

 Level II Rifle Instructor  

 
 

If y ou have a new club or even a new member and 

they show up with a shot gun that isnõt the correct 

fit for them. How do you know? The average 

shotgun is designed with the òaverageó male in 

mind who is 5õ9, of medium build  and weighs 

about 170 pounds. I donõt know about you, but 

this does not d escribe the typical youth that  show 

up for shotgu n practice.  S pecifics to look for 

when selecting the correct shotgun for a youth are 

as follows:  

STOCK:   Several manufacturers have youth model 

shotguns with shorter stocks. How do you know if  

the stock is correct for the youth or not? Whe n the 

firearm is properly mounted,  there should be 

approximately 2 inches  of space between the 

shooters nose and the base of the thumb of the 

dominant hand.  

 

WEIGHT:   Remember, youth may like the feel of a 

lightweight shotgun, but it also increases how mu ch 

Forrest County 4-H Big Shots:  Eli Bartee , 
Mark Wedgeworth, Sara Wedgeworth, 

Natalie Seals, Janie Young (Junior 4-H�·ers) 

Bolivar County Archery Team participated  in 

an open shoot in Yazoo  City in order to 

better prepare for the u pcoming State  4- H 

Match.   Corey Pearson placed 2nd, Mary 

Frances Martin  won the youth girls, Josh 

Burchfield won the youth boys, and Jonathan 

Burchfield placed 3rd.     

 

Congratulations to these  individuals!  

 

 

Bolivar County  4-H Archery Team 

Forrest County attended the Southeast District 

Shooting Sports Competition  on April 26.  There 

were  a total of 14  who  attended , and five Seniors 

who  qualified for State  Invitationals .  The Junior     

4- Herõs shown below, qualified as listed: 

 

Eli Bartee- 10m Air Rifle  

Mark  Wedgeworth - 10 m Air Pistol and 10 m Air Rifle  

Sara Wedgeworth -  5m Rifle  

Natalie  Seals-  5m .22 Rifle  

Janie  Young -  10m Air Pistol  
Congratulations!  
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Bolivar County :   
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