
                          

Page 1 February 2009 Vol. 1, Issue 4 Youth On Target 

Newsletter Title 

  
 
YOUTH ON TARGET 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

From the Coordinator 1 

Meet Your Volunteer 2 

Home On the Range 2 

ATV Safety Corner 3 

District Reports 4 

Reminders for the Range 4 

Kids Corner Shooting Sports Coloring Page 5 

4-H Shooting Sports Search Word Puzzle 6 

Contact Information/Answer Key 7 

Calendars 8-10 

February  2009  

Volume 1,  I ssue 4  

 

Well, 2009 is well underway and another year of 4-H 

Shooting Sports Youth On Target newsletter has already 

begun! It is our hope that this newsletter will bring 

information that is both informative and entertaining to 

young and old alike.  If you know someone who would 

like to receive the newsletter either by email or snail 

mail, please contact the State 4-H Office.    

 It is amazing how sights and sounds can stir up certain 

emotions.  Case in point, I recently visited a gun range 

and the background patter of small bore fire really got 

my blood pumping with excitement about the upcoming 

events in our state!  I also was privileged to attend a 4-H 

shooting sports club safety meeting, and as I scanned 

the crowd each young person’s face was filled with 

enthusiasm.   Remember when you see the joy reflected 

in young person’s eyes when they achieve success on 

any level….A Hundred Years From Now…It will not 

matter how much money our bank accounts had, the 

sort of house we lived in, or the kind of car we 

From the Coordinator 

 
Above:  A young person learns proper hand-off technique at 

a safety meeting. 

drove…but the world may be different because we 

were important in the life of a child.   

Keep it safe, keep it 4-H, and I will see you on the 

range! 

 

John L. Long, Ph.D 

  4-H Youth Development Specialist/ 

Shooting Sports Coordinator 
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HOME ON THE RANGE 
 

Meet Your Volunteer 
 Kathy Petty 

 

Shooting sports time is upon us once again and one 

of the first questions I hear each year is “What kind of 

pistol do I need?”  There are several things to 

consider. 

 For the 10 meter shooter, look for a pellet-

only, quality pistol with adjustable sights.  Cheap air 

pistols are a waste of money.  My personal favorite is 

the Daisy 717.  This is a single-pump pneumatic 

pistol, very accurate, for less than $100 through 

Daisy’s club program.  Crosman also offers 

competition models to clubs at a discount.  

Remember the old adage, “you get what you pay for.” 

 For the .22 pistol shooter, consider the 

individual shooters’ needs.  Avoid too much weight in 

the semi-auto you choose, particularly for smaller 

frame females.  Adjustable sights are a must.  If 

optical sights will be used, choose a pistol that 

will accept needed mounts.  The Browning Buck 

Mark is an excellent light-weight pistol of good 

quality and accuracy at a reasonable price.  All 

major gun manufacturers make .22 pistols 

suitable for target shooting.  Choose your 

preference carefully. 

 Most importantly, read your rule book for 

equipment specifications as well as changes that 

have been implemented in .22 pistol for 2009.   

Good luck and good shooting! 

 
    

 
 

 

Tom Ganann 
Level II Pistol Instructor 

 

òWhat kind of pistol do I need?ó 

 

 

Kathy Petty has been with the Shooting Sports 

program since it began in the mid 1980’s.  She is 

one of its original volunteers.  Before the program 

she was part of a .22 rifle team that practiced.   

She is now certified in Coordinator, Rifle, Archery, 

and Muzzleloader.  Mrs. Petty’s favorite discipline 

out of all the disciplines is the .22 rifle.  She feels 

very comfortable with this gun and enjoys 

teaching the kids the proper way to use it.  A 

wonderful memory for Mrs. Petty involved a time 

with her children when they shot with the rifle 

team and won three years in a row.  Mrs. Petty 

hopes that somehow what she has taught carries 

on through the youth of Mississippi.   Mrs. Petty’s 

advice for current and future certified volunteers 

would be to have a good parent and volunteer 

base.  Also, be sure that you are familiar with the 

rules; and to stay family oriented, as well as having a 

good time and encouraging youth to continue 

participating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

National 4 -H Shooting Sports Invitational  
 Grand Island N ebraska, June 24 -28, 2009  
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All-Terrain Vehicles are becoming more and more 

popular among families as a means of satisfying their 

recreation needs and sporting pleasure. With that 

popularity there becomes the risk of youth and adults 

getting injured. In Mississippi, residents are greatly 

involved with the use of All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV).  

Along with the large usage there becomes the problem of 

youth and adults being injured because of the lack of 

knowledge on how to safely operate ATVs.  Another 

major problem with high rate of injuries and deaths is 

adults allowing youth to operate ATVs that are too large 

for the young rider’s skills and physical abilities.   

 

 

Consider the ATV Safety Tips below on How to Have Fun, Get the Job Done, and Stay Safe: 

 

1. Take a Course Before You Start the Engine! You must get familiar with your machine. Take a 

certified ATV Safety Course such as the one offered by the ATV Safety Institute. 

2. Age Matters! Your ATV needs to fit you but you also have to use good judgment to ride safely. If 

you are under 18, ride with an adult. 

3. Wear a Helmet – Always wear a helmet specially approved for ATV use. Also wear eye protection, 

boots, gloves and other riding gear. 

4. Ride on Unpaved Trails – ATV tires are made to grip dirt surfaces, so stay on unpaved trails. 

5. Ride without Passengers – When you ride an ATV, you use your weight to balance and control the 

vehicle. With a passenger, you can’t possibly know how they are going to move. The only 

exception to this rule is a two-up, or tandem ATV. 

6. Be A Control Freak – Riding ATV’s means making adult-like decisions. Keep speeds low enough 

to handle surprises. 

7. Ride with a Clear Head – Please do not ride while drinking alcohol or using drugs. 

8. Know Your Terrain – If you try a new trail or area you are not familiar with, scout it out first, 

looking for obstacles such as logs, drop offs and other dangers. 

9. Know the Rules – Every state has different laws about where to ride, how old you must be to ride 

and which type of training you need. Check the laws! 

10. Ride the Right-Size – 6-11 age riders should ride machines that are under 70ccs; 12-15 should 

ride 70-90ccs machines; and 16 and older can ride machines over 90ccs.  

 

 

    By: Larry Alexander 

Extension 4-H Specialist 

   Information compiled from ATV Safety Institute       

ATV SAFETY CORNER 
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     District Reports 
 

 

 

Any addition information needed about the range in 

Glen, MS can be found at the website 
http://www.crssa.com/ 

Northeast District Shooting Sports 

 

Alcorn, Tippah, and Tishomingo Counties will host 

the annual Northeast Invitational Saturday, March 

28, 2009, in Alcorn County at the Cross Road 

Shooting Sports Association range in Glen, 

Mississippi.  Also, if your county would like to host 

the concession stand during the district match, 

which is also held in Alcorn County, please contact 

Tammy Parker at (662) 286-7756. 

 

The Northeast District Shooting Sports programs are 

busy with preparing youth for the 2009 Shooting 

Sports Event. Our District matches will be held on 

Saturday, April 25, 2009. The south half of the NE 

Region will shoot in Oktibbeha County at the 

Starkville Gun Club and the north half will shoot in 

Alcorn County at the CRSSA Range.  Agents and 

Range Officers will set up ranges on Friday, April 24, 

2009. The day of the Competition will start off at 

7:30 A.M. with equipment check-in, with the 

welcome and opening activities beginning at 9 A.M. 

Ranges will open immediately afterward.  

Participants are allowed to compete in up to three of 

the nine disciplines offered. These disciplines are as 

listed: 5 Meter Air Rifle, 5 Meter Air Pistol, 10 

Meter Air Rifle, 10 Meter Air Pistol, .22 Rifle, .22 

Pistol, Muzzleloader, Shotgun, and Archery. 

Youth along Parents Coaches and Extension 

Personnel are excited about the 2009 Shooting 

Sports Season and look forward to this year’s 

Regional and State Shooting Sports Matches. 

 

 

 

Reminders for the Range 
 

1. Safety is everyone’s responsibility. 

2. Always use the proper safety equipment. 

3. Carefully listen to the range officer’s instructions. 

4. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 

5. Always keep actions open until ready to load. 

6. Always keep your finger off the trigger until ready to 

fire. 

7. Never cross a firing line until instructed to do so. 

8. Make sure equipment is in proper working condition. 

9. Always read and understand the rulebook as it pertains 

to your discipline. 
10. Treat every gun as if it were loaded. 
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FIRE MAGAZINE PELLET SAFETY LIFESKILLS 

MUZZLE POWDER SIGHT TARGET BREECH 

ELEVATION WINDAGE PATIENCE TEAMWORK NOCK 

Key on Page 7 
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4-H Shooting Sports 

Newsletter 

MS 9641 

Mississippi State University, 

MS  39762 

 

Phone: 

662-325-3350 

 

   E-Mail: 

cheadley@ext.msstate.edu 

 

 

If you or someone you know is interested in 

receiving the upcoming newsletters, Please     

e-mail Courtney Headley at the E-mail listed 
above. 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://msucares.com/4h_Youth/shooting_sports/index.html 

 

To Make the Best Better 

Mississippi State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or veteran 

status. 

mailto:cheadley@ext.msstate.edu
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April 2009 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25       SE Shooting Sports 

Event, Harrison County 
SW Shooting Sports Event, 
Rankin County 
NE Shooting Sports Event, 
Oktibbeha and Alcorn 
Counties 

26 

27 28 29 30    



  

 

 

May 2009 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

    1 2     
NW Shooting Sports 
Event, Tallahatchie 
County 

3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 
                        
 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

National Shooting Sports Volunteer Training, Jacksonõs Mill, West Virginia 

National  
SS Volunteer 

Training 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


